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Course description 
 
This course examines the relationship between space, power, and the environment. In a rapidly 
changing global environment, new imaginaries and discourses have emerged for thinking about 
the “global” scale of environmental change. However, global environmental processes are not 
universal. Rather, they are highly uneven, affecting people and places in different ways. With this 
in mind, this course explores the spatialities and multi-scalar dimensions of environmental policy, 
governance and politics, with an explicit focus on dimensions of social and environmental justice.  
 
Drawing on a diverse range of case studies and informed by interdisciplinary perspectives, we will 
explore how axes of social difference (such as race/ethnicity, class and gender) shape our 
relationship to the environment, and investigate how environmental inequalities at a range of 
scales are produced by, and perpetuate structures such as racism, patriarchy, and capitalism. 
Interrogating questions of governance, we will critically examine how globalized notions of 
privatization, commodification, neoliberalism, and market environmentalism take effect at the 
local scale, and how communities resist these powerful, often harmful, modes environmental 
management and governance. 
 
Learning Goals and Objectives 
The course is designed to: (a) introduce students to a broad range of theoretical perspectives and 
key concepts in the study of the environment from a critical social science perspective; b); 
familiarize students with contemporary debates and topics relating to environmental politics and 
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governance, and the social and environmental dimensions of these; c) guide students in 
connecting theoretical insights from the course to real world examples. By the end of this class, 
you will understand: 
 
(1) the social and political dimensions of real-world environmental problems, including their 

implications for policy, governance and justice; 
(2) how socio-spatial inequalities relate to environmental problems, and complicate efforts to 

solve them;  
(3) how to apply concepts learned in the course to a chosen research topic in the form of a 

final paper. 

Assessment 

Points for determining final grades will be allocated as follows:  
 

(a) Participation    20% 
 

(b) Citation Exercise  10% 
 

(c) In-class mini presentation 5% 
 

(d) Critical Reading Responses  20% (a total of 4 worth 5% each) 
 

(e) Final Paper    45% (20% benchmark +  25% final product) 
 
A = 90-100% (of possible points earned)  B = 80-89% C = 67-79%  D/F = 0-66%  
 
 
 
 
Participation 
 
 
  

Regardless of your numerical score, you will receive an automatic grade of “F” if you: (a) 
neglect to submit the final paper; or (b) miss more than 8 class meetings. I put much time 
and care into assessing your work and take grading very seriously. All grades are final.  
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Assessment Guidelines 
 
(a) Participation (20%) 
Your participation score is determined not only by attendance, but by the quality of your 
participation in classroom discussions and activities, as well as your attendance in office hours. 
Teaching and learning are collaborative. I expect you to come to class fully prepared, and ready 
to actively participate in discussions. Preparation includes completing the week’s readings, 
reflecting on them, and coming up with critical thoughts and questions of your own. You should 
bring your notes and readings to class so that you can refer to them during our discussions.  
 
I will facilitate inclusive discussions, but it is up to you to contribute. If you have trouble speaking 
out in class, you should notify me early on and make an effort to show engagement with the 
class in other ways (e.g. such as participation in group and written work, attending relevant 
events on campus, and coming to office hours). For those of you who feel confident about 
talking in class, I ask that you are also aware of others and make space for them to contribute.  
 
(b) Citation Exercise (10%) 
The citation exercise is designed to develop your knowledge of how to avoid plagiarism, and how 
to properly format and reference sources. You will be graded on how accurately you cite 4 
different sources (2% for each correct citation) both in text, and in a bibliography (2%).  
 
Instructions: I have uploaded 4 different sources to Canvas, each of which relate to the topic of 
the commons, discussed in week 2. In no more than 500 words, summarize the arguments made 
by each author and correctly cite each source. You must: 

1. include in-text citations for each source; 
2. Use and include the citation for at least one quotation; 
3. Correctly compose a list of references.  

You will be assessed and graded on the accuracy of your citations (1% for each correct in-text 
citation; 1% for the list of references). You may use whichever referencing style you prefer. 
Please note that you will be expected to use this style for all subsequent written assignments. 
Citation guides can be found for APA, AP, Chicago and MLA on the OU Writing Center webpage: 
http://www.ou.edu/writingcenter/guides/citation_guides 
 
(c) In-class mini presentation (5%) 
Once during the semester, you will be responsible for giving a mini-presentation (4 to 6 mins) of a 
relevant news article. The article should be a substantial piece from a reputable source. You should 
share the article via the discussion board on Canvas 24 hours before class so that we can all read 
it ahead of our meeting.  
 
In your presentation, you should: (i) provide a brief synopsis of the article including the main 
arguments, key terms, author and place of publication; (ii) describe how the article connects to 
themes/ideas covered thus far in the class and; (iii) pose a question based on the article for class 
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discussion (e.g. “Do we agree with the author’s argument? Why/why not?” “How does the article 
illustrate X’s argument in the reading for this week?”) You do not need to use visual aids. 
 
(d) Critical Reading Responses (20%) 
You will submit a total of 4 two-page responses over the course of the semester. Responses should 
focus closely on the content of assigned weekly readings and course material, engage thoughtfully 
with and analyze the main ideas, and pose questions for discussion in class. Responses should be 
no longer than two double-spaced pages. Prompts will be posted in advance. 
 
(e) Final Research Paper (45%) 
You will write a final paper of 10 to 12 double spaced pages (approximately 2500 – 3000 words) 
on a topic of your choosing that relates to themes and concepts from the class. Instructions and 
the grading rubric for the final paper will be provided in advance. Writing is a skill that requires 
ongoing work. Part of good writing is seeking feedback from many different readers. Revising 
your work based on constructive feedback is the most effective way to strengthen your writing 
skills. Accordingly, you will submit several benchmarks (further instructions to follow): 
 
¨ Benchmark 1: submission of paper proposal and annotated bibliography (5% of final grade) 
¨ Benchmark 2: 1-page paper outline (5% of final grade) 
¨ Benchmark 3: submission of 5 pages of draft research paper for peer-review exercise, which I 

will also review to provide feedback (10% of final grade). You will not receive a final grade 
until you revise and resubmit a final draft that addresses the feedback you have received. 

 
PLEASE NOTE: You will also be required to work with a writing expert or attend a writing 
workshop at the OU Writing Center to develop or revise a draft of a paper assigned for the 
course. Consultants at the OU Writing Center are able to talk with you about your writing—at 
any stage in the process and for any course you are taking. You can make an appointment 
(online or by phone, 405-325-2936), or you can drop in whenever they are open.  
 
Preparing and Submitting Written Work 
When preparing your assignments for submission, you should adhere to the following 
requirements: 
• Include a title, your name, and the date;  
• Use double-spaced, 12-point Times New Roman or a similar font, with 1-inch margins on all 

sides and pagination in the bottom-right margin 
• Use a citation style correctly and consistently;  
• Carefully copy-edit grammar, syntax, and diction, as you must with any college-level 

assignment;  
• Submit in .doc, .docx or .pdf format to Turn-It-In via Canvas and bring a printed copy to class.  
 
Late Assignments: Late assignments will be subject to a 5% grade deduction for each 24-hour 
period past the due date. If critical reading responses are not received both online and as a hard 
copy, they will be considered late. Assignments more than 7 days late may not be accepted. 
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Important Dates and Deadlines 
 
First Day of Class    August 19  
  
Labor Day    September 2 
 
Citation Exercise due   September 4 
 
Critical Reading Response 1  September 9 
  
Benchmark 1 due   September 25 
 
Critical Reading Response 2  October 7 
 
Writing Workshop 1   October 9 
 
Benchmark 2 due    October 23 
 
Critical Reading Response 3  October 28 
 
Critical Reading Response 4  November 4 
 
Benchmark 3 due    November 13 
 
Thanksgiving Holiday   November 27 
 
Student Conference   December 2, December 4 
 
Last Day of Class   December 4 
  
Final Paper Due   December 10 by 6.30pm 

 
 

All assignments are due by the start of class unless otherwise stated. 
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Course Schedule & Readings 
 
It goes without saying that reading for this class is essential. I will give you guidance each week as 
to what you should be reading for, so that you can read selectively and with purpose, rather than 
passively consuming every single detail. Sometimes I will tell you to skim read, and other times I 
will ask you to read more closely. Please bring the readings to class, as we may refer to specific 
quotes or passages during our discussions.  
 
Some readings have been uploaded to Canvas. All others can be downloaded from the OU library 
webpage. If accessing readings from off-campus, you will need to use a VPN. 
 
Week 1: Introduction  
 
19 August: Introduction to the course and each other 
21 August: Plagiarism & Citation Styles (Citation Relay Game)  
 
Week 2: The Commons 

 
26 August: (The Tragedy of) the Commons 
28 August: Enclosure and Privatization 
 
Readings 
Agrawal (2002) “Common Resources and Institutional Sustainability”. Skim read. 
Bachram H. (2004) “Climate Fraud and Carbon Colonialism: The New Trade in Greenhouse 

Gases.” 
Hardin, G (1968) “The tragedy of the commons”. Skim read. 
Ostrom et al. “Revisiting the Commons”. 
Noble Wilford, J.  “A tough-minded ecologist comes to the defense of Malthus.” 
 
Week 3: Resisting Enclosure 
 
2 September: NO CLASS (Labor Day holiday) 
4 September: Taking Back the Commons (and discussion of expectations for written assignments) 
 
Reading 
The Ecologist (1994) Whose common future: reclaiming the commons. Environment and 

Urbanization 6(1) 106-130. 
Gibson-Graham, JK, Cameron, J and Healy, S (2013) “Taking Back Common Property”.  
 
Assignment: citation exercise due Wednesday 
 
Week 4: Marketization and Commodification of Nature  
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9 September: Market environmentalism  
11 September: Water: public resource or private good? 
 
Readings 
Bakker, K. (2007). The “commons” versus the “commodity”: Alter-globalization, anti-privatization 

and the human right to water in the global south. Antipode, 39(3), 430-455. 
Budds, J. (2004). Power, nature and neoliberalism: the political ecology of water in 

Chile. Singapore Journal of Tropical Geography, 25(3), 322-342 
Clift, E. (2015) “Only Capitalism can save the planet”. (An interview with Lester Brown). The Daily 

Beast. May 23, 2015.  
Klein, N. (2014). “Fruits, not roots. The disastrous merger of big business and big green”. In This 

Changes Everything: Capitalism vs. The Climate. Simon and Schuster: New York. pp. 191 – 
229. 

 
Deliverables: reading response 1 due Monday 
 
Week 5: Nature & Capital 
 
16 September: Primitive Accumulation and the Metabolic Rift 
18 September: Neoliberal Natures 
 
Readings  
Foster, J. B. (1999). Marx's theory of metabolic rift: Classical foundations for environmental 

sociology. American journal of sociology, 105(2), 366-405  
McCarthy, J., & Prudham, S. (2004). Neoliberal nature and the nature of neoliberalism 

Geoforum 35(3): 275-283. 
 
Discussion of feedback on reading responses 
Task: begin researching possible paper topics 
 
Week 6: Intersectionality, Nature & Power 
 
23 September: Patriarchy, Gender & Environment 
25 September: Race, Environmental Racism & Racial Capitalism 
 
Readings 
Harris, L. M. (2008). Water rich, resource poor: Intersections of gender, poverty, and 

vulnerability in newly irrigated areas of southeastern Turkey. World 
Development, 36(12), 2643-2662. 

Newell, P. (2005). Race, class and the global politics of environmental inequality. Global 
environmental politics, 5(3), 70-94. 

Pulido, L. (2017). Geographies of race and ethnicity II: Environmental racism, racial capitalism 
and state-sanctioned violence. Progress in Human Geography, 41(4), 524-533. 
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Radcliffe, S. A. (2018). Geography and indigeneity II: Critical geographies of indigenous bodily 
politics. Progress in Human Geography, 42(3), 436-445. 

Truelove, Y. (2011). (Re-) Conceptualizing water inequality in Delhi, India through a feminist 
political ecology framework. Geoforum, 42(2), 143-152  

 
Deliverables: paper proposal due on Wednesday (benchmark 1) 
 
 
Week 7: Migration, Borders & the Environment 
 
30 September: Immigration & Eco-Fascism 
2 October: Refugees & Climate Justice 
 
Readings 
Carlswell, C (2017) Trump’s Wall May Threaten Thousands of Plant and Animal Species on the 

U.S.–Mexico Border. Scientific American. May 10, 2017  
Goldstein, J. (2019) The eco-fascism of the El Paso shooter haunts the techno-optimism of the 

left. Society + Space. August 08, 2019. ***Content Warning: the article discusses gun 
violence and mass shootings, mentions the name of the El Paso Shooter, and includes a 
link to his manifesto*** 

Jones, R. (2016). “Chapter 7: Borders, Climate Change, and the Environment.” In Violent borders: 
Refugees and the right to move. pp. 140-161. London: Verso. 

Sundberg, J. (2008). ‘Trash-talk’ and the production of quotidian geopolitical boundaries in the 
USA–Mexico borderlands. Social & Cultural Geography 9(8): pp 871-890. 

 
Optional: 
Selby, J., Dahi, O. S., Fröhlich, C., & Hulme, M. (2017) Climate change and the Syrian civil war 

revisited Political Geography, 60, 232-244. 
 
 
Week 8: Political Economies & Ecologies of Extraction 
 
7 October: The “Resource Curse”, Petro-Violence & Oil  
9 October: Writing Workshop I (incl. discussion of expectation for annotated bibliographies) 
 
Readings 
Bebbington, A (2009) The New Extraction: Rewriting the Political Ecology of the Andes?, NACLA 

Report on the Americas, 42:5, 12-20 
Le Billon, P. (2001). The political ecology of war: natural resources and armed conflicts. Political 

geography, 20(5), 561-584. 
Watts, M. (2001). Petro-violence: community, extraction, and political ecology of a mythic 

commodity. In Nancy Peluso and Michael Watts (Eds.) Violent environments. pp. 89-212. 
Cornell University Press. 
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Deliverables: reading response 2 due Monday 
 
Week 9: Wilderness: Conserving what, and for whom? 
 
14 October (Indigenous People’s Day): Rainforests 
16 October: The Arctic 
 
Readings 
Cronon, W. (1996). The trouble with wilderness: or, getting back to the wrong nature. 

Environmental History, 1(1), 7-28. 
Guha, R. (1989). Radical American environmentalism and wilderness preservation: a third world 

critique. Environmental ethics, 11(1), 71-83. 
Stuhl, A (2016) ‘Threatened: The ambitions and anxieties of expeditions.’ In Unfreezing the 

Arctic: science, colonialism, and the transformation of Inuit lands. Chicago, The University 
of Chicago Press. 

Tsing, A. (2011). “A History of Weediness”. In Friction: An ethnography of global connection. 
Princeton University Press: Chicago. pp. 171 – 204 

 
Optional: 
Williams, R (1980) “Ideas of nature”. Problems in Materialism and Culture. London: Verso. 
 
Week 10: Militarization, Imperialism & the Environment 
 
21 October:  Nuclear Testing and the Pacific Islands 
23 October: Geopolitics & the Arctic 
 
Readings 
Teaiwa, T. K. (1994). Bikinis and other s/pacific n/oceans. The Contemporary Pacific, 87-109 
Lamothe D (2018) National Security: The New Arctic Frontier.  The Washington Post. November 

01, 2018.  
 
Deliverables: paper outline and annotated bibliography due Wednesday (benchmark 2) 
 
Week 11: Urban Environments  
 
28 October: Cities: the problem or the solution? 
30 October: Contemporary environmental issues in cities 
 
Readings 
Alvarez, M. K. and Cardenas K (2019). Evicting slums, ‘building back better’: Resiliency 

revanchism and disaster risk management in Manila. International Journal of Urban and 
Regional Research, 43(2): 227-249. 
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Harms E (2012). Beauty as control in the new Saigon: Eviction, new urban zones, and atomized 
dissent in a Southeast Asian city. American Ethnologist, 39(4): 735-750. 

Nagendra H, et al. (2018) The urban south and the predicament of global sustainability Nature 
Sustainability 1 (7): 341-349. 

 
Deliverables: reading response 3 due Monday  
 
Week 12: Contemporary Crises 
 
4 November: Urban Water Supply and Day Zero 
6 November: The Anthropocene  
 
Readings 
Crutzen P.J. (2006) The “Anthropocene”. In: Ehlers E., Krafft T. (eds) Earth System Science in 

the Anthropocene. Springer, Berlin, Heidelberg 
Millington, N. (2018). Producing water scarcity in São Paulo, Brazil: The 2014-2015 water crisis 

and the binding politics of infrastructure. Political Geography, 65, 26-34 
Ribot, J. (2009) “Vulnerability does not fall from the sky”. In Mearns, R. and Norton, A. (Eds.) 

Social Dimensions of Climate Change: Equity and Vulnerability in a Warming World. The 
World Bank: Washington, DC. pp. 46-67. 

Subramanian, M (2019) India’s terrifying water crisis. The New York Times. July 15, 2019.  
 
Optional further reading: 
Casey N and Haner J (2018) As Seas Warm, Galápagos Islands Face a Giant Evolutionary Test. 

New York Times. December 18, 2018. 
 
Deliverables: reading response 4 due Monday  
Task: begin working on your 5 draft pages! 
 
Week 13: From Disaster Capitalism to Disaster Recovery 
 
11 November: Archipelago Futures: Post-Maria in Puerto Rico  
13 November: Peer Review Workshop 
 
Watch  
After The Dark: The Movement to Light Up Puerto Rico With the Sun. 12.50 mins. 
 
Readings 
Bowles, N. (2018) Making a Crypto Utopian in Puerto Rico. New York Times. February 02, 2018.  
Flavelle, C (2019) Moody’s Buys Climate Data Firm, Signaling New Scrutiny of Climate Risks.  New 

York Times. July 24, 2019. 
Sou, G (2019) After Maria: Everyday recovery from disaster. Available in English and Spanish at: 

https://www.hcri.manchester.ac.uk/research/projects/after-maria/ 
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Sheller, M. (2018). Caribbean futures in the offshore Anthropocene: Debt, disaster, and 
duration. Environment and Planning D: Society and Space, 36 (6), 971-986 

Smith, N. (2006) There is no such thing as a natural disaster. SSRC. 
 
Deliverables: benchmark 3 (5 draft pages) due Wednesday (bring two hard copies to class) 
 
Week 14: Resisting Environmental Injustices  
 
18 November: TBA 
20 November: TBA 
 
Task: sign up to present in final week  
 
Readings: TBA 
 
Week 15: Environmentalism in an ‘Age of Extremes’ 
 
25 November: Anti-environmentalism and the rise of authoritarianism 
27 November: NO CLASS (Thanksgiving break) 
 
 
Readings 
Pulido, L., Bruno, T., Faiver-Serna, C., & Valentine, C. (2019). Environmental Deregulation, 

Spectacular Racism, and White Nationalism in the Trump Era. Annals of the American 
Association of Geographers, 1-13 

Explore: https://envirodatagov.org/ 
 
Week 16: Wrap up 
 
2 December: Student Conference Day 1 (attendance mandatory) 
4 December Student Conference Day 2 (attendance mandatory) 
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Classroom Policies  
 
Academic Integrity 
Plagiarism, cheating, and academic dishonesty of any kind are a violation of University policy and 
will not be tolerated. Please review “Students Guide to Academic Integrity” and “9 Things You 
Should Know about Plagiarism”. To indicate that you have read this section of the syllabus, please 
email me a link to a news article from the last month relating to the environment by the end of 
the first day the class meets and you will receive an extra half point towards your final grade. 
 
Attendance and Absences  
It is expected you will be in attendance every week for the duration of class. You may miss class 
twice without incurring a penalty. If you miss class the day an assignment is due, you are still 
responsible for submitting your assignment on time to Canvas, unless you have arranged an 
extension with me. After two missed classes, your participation score will be impacted unless you 
can provide documentation of a medical or other legitimate excuse. Health problems and personal 
crises that force you to miss numerous classes will be handled on a case-by-case basis under the 
advisement of the Dean of Students.  
 
If you miss class for a legitimate reason (illness, personal crises, a family emergency, a job interview 
etc.), please contact me (in advance where possible) to let me know. If you need to take a mental 
health day, please do so. I only ask that you email me to let me know you will not be attending. In 
general, I am happy to accommodate students’ needs to facilitate their academic success. My only 
ask is that you communicate with me. It is up to you to let me know that something outside of the 
class is impacting your performance and engagement, or else I simply will not know.  
 
Laptops 
Laptops and other note taking devices are allowed but I will change this if anyone is caught 
misusing them.  Phones should never be in use. If you are using your phone in class, I will ask you 
to leave.  

Communication, Office Hours & Email 
You are welcome to contact me by email. Please keep in mind that I receive a high volume of email 
and may not respond to questions that have been addressed in this syllabus, in class or on Canvas. 
As a matter of good practice, please make sure that your emails are composed using an 
appropriate format and writing style. You should not write emails to me (or anyone!) as you would 
text messages. Please check your email on a daily basis. Just as you expect a response from me, I 
expect a response from you should I contact you. 

Generally, I prefer that you meet with me in person. You can sign up for a 15 minute time slot to 
meet with me during office hours at https://emmacolven.youcanbook.me. You are welcome to 
turn up without booking, but during busier times of the semester (such as before midterms and 
finals weeks), I recommend that you make an appointment. If you cannot come to my office hours 
due to a conflict with your schedule or no appointments are available, email me to set up an 
appointment at another time. Students are encouraged to attend office hours at least once during 



 13 

the semester. If you find yourself struggling with managing your course load, come and talk to me 
so we can discuss reading and studying strategies. 

 
Extra-Credit Opportunities 
You may earn extra credit by attending talks or academic events sponsored by CIS or DIAS. Extra 
credit can boost your final grade by up to 3%. A single academic talk/event is worth up to 1%. To 
receive extra credit, you must email a 250-word reaction paper to me within a week of attendance. 
The reaction paper should engage critically with the content of the talk/event and present a 
question that you would like to ask the speaker(s). Please also include a photo of the event as 
documentation of attendance.  
 
Inclusivity and Accommodations  
I am committed to making the OU community a safe and inclusive place and being an ally to all 
students. It is my goal to create a supportive and inclusive learning environment. To this end, I 
encourage generosity, patience, and collaboration in my classroom. I ask for your participation in 
helping to achieve this. I am happy to work with you to accommodate religious observances, 
familial obligations and athletic commitments. Should you require any such accommodations, 
please notify me as far in advance as possible so that we can work out an arrangement. 

Any student in this course who has a disability that may prevent them from fully demonstrating 
their abilities should contact me personally as soon as possible so we can discuss accommodations 
necessary to ensure full participation and facilitate your educational opportunities. Information 
on accommodation is available at the University Disability Resource Center.  
 

University Resources 
 
OU University Counselling Center 
The mission of the University Counseling Center is to promote student success, both in and out of 
the classroom, by providing the highest quality psychological services. Counselors help people 
resolve existing problems, prevent potential problems, and develop new skills that will enhance 
their lives. A broad range of services in a variety of formats is offered (including individual, group 
and career counselling). UCC is staffed by professional psychologists and counselors, as well as 
advanced graduate students under supervision. The UCC is located on the second floor of the 
Goddard Health Center, which is located on the corner of Elm and Brooks at 620 Elm, Rm. 201, 
Norman, OK 73019. They are open 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday. You can walk in 
to make an appointment or call at: (405) 325-2911. I am happy to help you connect to these 
services. 
 
Pregnancy and Nursing Mothers 
Should you need modifications or adjustments to your course requirements because of 
documented pregnancy-related or childbirth-related issues, please contact me or the Disability 
Resource Center at 405/325-3852 as soon as possible. For answers to commonly asked 
questions, see: http://www.ou.edu/eoo/faqs/pregnancy-faqs.html.  
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A nursing mothers’ room, or lactation room, is available for university students and employees on 
central campus in Carnegie Hall, Room 306. Nursing mothers can use the room for expressing 
breast milk or for nursing their child in a quiet, comfortable environment. The room features a 
pumping workstation, comfortable chair, and some basic supplies such as baby wipes, paper 
towels, and cleaning products. It is located near a women's restroom. Mothers need to make their 
own arrangements for storing milk and sterilizing pump parts. The room is available from 7am-
10pm, Monday-Friday. New or expecting mothers should complete this request form to gain 
access to the room. OU Health Services at 325-8842 can assist a new mother if other 
accommodations need to be made because of the distance to Carnegie Hall. 
 
Title IX Resources and Reporting Requirement 
For any concerns regarding gender-based discrimination, sexual harassment, sexual 
misconduct/assault, stalking, or intimate partner violence, the University offers a variety of 
resources, including advocates on-call 24/7, counseling services, mutual no-contact orders, 
scheduling adjustments and disciplinary sanctions against the perpetrator. Please contact the 
Sexual Misconduct Office 405-325-2215 or the Sexual Assault Response Team 405-615-0013 to 
learn more or to report an incident.  Please be advised that a professor/GA/TA is required to report 
instances of sexual harassment, sexual assault, or discrimination to the Sexual Misconduct Office.   

OU Food Pantry 
The University of Oklahoma Food Pantry's mission is to contribute to the overall health and 
wellness of the OU campus community by providing FREE supplemental food assistance to OU 
Norman Campus students, faculty and staff. The OU Food Pantry is open to current OU students, 
faculty, and staff who are in need of nutrition assistance with a valid OU ID. It is located at 1113 
Elm Street, Norman, OK 73069. For more information, including how to register and opening 
hours, please visit: http://www.ou.edu/foodpantry or email  OUpantry@ou.edu 
 
Severe Weather If you receive an OU Alert to seek refuge or hear a tornado siren that signals 
severe weather 1. LOOK for severe weather refuge location maps located inside most OU 
buildings near the entrances 2. SEEK refuge inside a building. Do not leave one building to seek 
shelter in another building that you deem safer. If outside, get into the nearest building. 3. GO to 
the building’s severe weather refuge location. If you do not know where that is, go to the lowest 
level possible and seek refuge in an innermost room. Avoid outside doors and windows. 4. GET 
IN, GET DOWN, COVER UP. 5. WAIT for official notice to resume normal activities.  


